The chair was occupied by Col. A. M. Blake, C.B.
The Chairman, in his introductory remarks, pointed out 'that they had been called together to consider the advantage of possessing a Cottage Hospital for the three parishes of Welwyn, Codicote, and Digswell. The proposed hospital was for the admission of patients whose means, and the smallness of whose houses did not allow them to derive the benefits which they ought to derive in case of illness, by the use of the best advantages of medical skill at their disposal. He pointed out that some of the cottages were very small and stuffy, and hfe was sure that if they had a Cottage Hospital the sufferings of these people would be very much mitigated, and that they would be restored to health quicker, and with far greater certainty than they could be under present conditions. Of course, they knew they had two excellent infirmaries : one at Hitchin and one at Hertford. They were very good, but the great drawback was the distance ; from Hitchin to Welwyn being nine miles and to Hertford seven miles. He reminded them of the position of a man with a broken leg being taken 
